


space for 

In Emmen, you
can hold your 
wedding in the
lovely zoo or in 
a nostalgic 
little church.

Emmen has space for residential amenities � for everyone, from
children to seniors. Room to grow up in a safe, green environment
with every form of health care close at hand. From the Scheper
Hospital to health clinics, from childcare to nursing homes. A huge
diversity of facilities right around the corner, from department
stores and sports clubs or educational institutions and public
transport. De Weiert, an entirely renovated shopping mall, attracts
shoppers from miles around. And nice weather means enjoying a
pause at one of the many friendly sidewalk cafØs in the bustling
city centre. No wonder Emmen plays such an important regional
role for people living in southeastern Drenthe, southern Groningen
and Emsland, Germany

facts & figures
� 54,936 females
� 53,686 males 
� 25,823  age 0 - 19
� 43,885  age 20 - 49 
� 21,605  age 50 - 64  
� 17,309  65 and older

residential 
amenities
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Woods, heaths, quiet little pools, unspoilt natural areas � Emmen is

rightfully known as a green municipality. Wherever you live, you�ll find

a quiet spot with room to breathe right nearby: woods such as

Emmerdennen and Valtherbos, green zones between the residential 

districts and villages, as well as unique nature conservation areas such

as the Bargerveen, a major wetland area in Western Europe. Here,

you�ll see rare plants and animals, and maybe the city�s own flock of

sheep! 

You can discover the natural environment in and around Emmen in many

ways: by foot, by bicycle or over the water � the choice is yours. But

one thing you�re sure to notice: Emmen gives nature room to grow!

space for the

� 2048 hectares of forest
� 2250 hectares of nature

conservation area 
(fallow land)

� 685 hectares covered
by water

If you want to 
see the red-backed
shrike in Northern
Europe, you’ll have
to visit the
Bargerveen.

natural 
environment

facts & figures
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Single family houses, semidetached houses, detached villas, converted
farmhouses�Emmen has every kind of home you could wish for.
Residential districts Angelslo, Emmerhout and Bargeres have been
undergoing a major facelift recently. And De Rietlanden is a lovely
example of what you can do with residential waterfront
development. Parc Sandur�s perfect combination of
homes and recreational area will make you feel you�re
on a permanent holiday. And living in one of the thirt-
een villages of our municipality means spacious living
in a village with a character all its own. But whe-
rever you live, you�ll always be close to facilities,
shopping centres and cultural and recreational
amenities. The advantages of urban life in
rural surroundings!

space to 
� 45,500 homes
� 1341 hectares of public

green space
� 102,000 trees 
� 1 tree and 124 m2 of

green space 
per inhabitant

The “woonerf ” –
a residential area in
which a number of
devices are emplo-
yed to create a
safer environ was
invented in Emmen
in the 1960s.

facts & figures live
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eMMen Makes More possible

• Spacious municipality with modern living and

working environment  

• Urban centre and thirteen villages 

• Modern residential districts right next to

wooded areas 

• Urban amenities just a stone’s throw from

megalithic monuments and old Saxon-style

farmhouses
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Emmen is a city with a wide variety of educational opportunities. There�s a large 
choice of many different primary schools and comprehensive schools (ranging from
pre-vocational secondary education to pre-university school). Senior secondary 
vocational education offers curricula in technology, agriculture and horticulture, 
economics, health care and more. Those who wish to enrol in higher professional
education can attend the Hogeschool Drenthe where they can choose from higher
technical education, higher commercial education, primary school teacher training,
the higher laboratory school or the open university. Emmen also has an adult 
education institute, various day and evening courses and a music school. 
Emmen takes advantage of its central location and looks across the national borders,
too. A good example is the close relationship between the Hogeschool Drenthe and
the German Fachhochschule in Lingen. In Emmen, the business community and 
education work together to take advantage of each other�s opportunities. A transfer
point affiliated with the Hogeschool Drenthe mediates between the demand for 
skills in the business community and the expertise available within the Hogeschool.

� 7000 students
� 5 higher professional

education and senior
secondary vocational
education institutions

facts & figures

The Logistics &
Economics curricu-
lum offered by the
Hogeschool Drenthe
has been declared
the best of its kind
in the Netherlands.

learnspace to 
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Life is more than work alone! In Emmen, you�ll find all kinds of

ways to enjoy your leisure time. Absorb culture in theatre De

Muzeval, attend conferences and events in De Giraf or one of

the other conference locations. Nature lovers can discover the

wonders of the living natural world close at hand at Emmen Zoo.

In the Veenpark, dive beneath the exciting world of the peat

bog. Athletes can enjoy their favourite sports at one of Emmen�s

many sports associations. Cultural centre CQ gives you the

chance to develop your own music, painting or acting skills. 

And when you simply want to sit back and relax, spend a 

pleasant evening watching a film at the cinema. Emmen: 

space to enjoy your life!

space to 

� 1,300,000 visitors to Zoo
Emmen

� more than 220 sports 
associations (including
handball, football, table
tennis).

� 830 hectares dedicated to
sports and recreation

e

facts & figures

Young athletes on
their way to the pro-
fessional leagues have
the chance in
Emmen to combine
their education with
their athletic training
(LOOT).

enjoy life
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Emmen has more
land used for 
horticulture than 
any other 
municipality in 
the Northern
Netherlands.

� 45,000 employees
� more than 1200 hecta-

res in use as business
parks

� 4500 businesses

facts & figures

space for 

e

Emmen is the industrial engine driving the three northern provinces of the
Netherlands. Emmen has around 45,000 people employed in every possible 
sector. From industry and the health care sector to education, services and 
agriculture. The horticulture sector is still expanding here. And we�re open to 
up-and-coming sectors such as ICT, too. More than 4500 companies are 
established in Emmen, and there�s room for more! The Municipality
of Emmen offers a variety of modern, highly accessible industrial
and business parks as well as prestigious office parks with plenty 
of room for new businesses. With smoothly running municipal 
services, attractive conditions for establishing a business and 
highly competitive prices for industrial land prepared for 
construction, Emmen offers a healthy investment climate
with a strategic location on Northwest and Eastern Europe.
With its modern fibre optics network, Emmen is also
highly accessible over the digital highway.

A31

Leeuwarden
Groningen

Hamburg

Bremen

A37

 

 

Randstad

Ruhrgebied

Zwolle

Emmen

working
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space for the

� middle of the 19th centu-
ry: population of 3000

�  start of the 20th century:
population of 40,000

�  as of 2005: population
of more than 108,000

The unique landscape of southeastern Drenthe has been determi-
ned largely by its history. Many of the villages in the municipality
developed along the canals over which peat that had been dug in
the vicinity was transported during the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Good examples of these village are Emmer-Compascuum, Nieuw-
Amsterdam, Nieuw-Dordrecht and Nieuw-Weerdinge. The opportu-
nity to make a living from agriculture and raising animals also
attracted people from other regions to settle in this part of the
Netherlands. Villages such as Weiteveen, Nieuw-Schoonebeek and
Roswinkel originated due to the surrounding agricultural activities.
Saxon-style farmhouses nestled among giant oak trees have been
here for centuries. The many megalithic monuments found in the
municipality are reminders of an even more distant past. 
Each of the thirteen villages in the Municipality of Emmen has its
own history with its own traditional look and atmosphere.

The village of
Schoonebeek is 
mentioned in 
historic documents
dating back to
around 1350.

facts & figures

urg

n

past
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Emmen

eMMen Makes More possible
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